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Miami, Washington, Charlotte
Celebrating its 25th year in 2005, Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company (DPZ) is a major leader in the practice and direc-
tion of urban planning, having designed over 300 new and existing communities in the United States and overseas. 

DPZ’s projects have received numerous awards, including two National AIA Awards, the Vincent Scully Prize, the 
Thomas Jefferson Medal and two Governor’s Urban Design Awards for Excellence. The fi rm’s early project of Seaside, 
Florida, was the fi rst authentic new town to be built successfully in the United States in over fi fty years. In 1989, Time 
Magazine selected Seaside as one of the 10 „Best of the Decade“ achievements in the fi eld of design. The fi rm has 
been featured in other national media such as NBC News and ABC News, as well as Newsweek, the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, and the New Yorker. 

The fi rm is led by its Principals, Andres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, who are co-founders of the Congress for 
the New Urbanism (CNU), recognized by the New York Times as „the most important collective architectural movement 
in the United States in the past fi fty years.“ The movement, currently over 3,000 strong, marked a turning point from 
the segregated planning and architecture of post-war America; instead, they advocated and promoted the universal 
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and time-tested principles of traditional planning and design that created the best-loved and most-enduring places 
throughout the world. 

The fi rm’s method of integrating master plans with project-specifi c design codes and regulations is currently being 
applied to sites ranging from 10 to 10,000 acres throughout the United States. Abroad, DPZ projects are underway in 
Scotland, Spain, Canada, Germany, Belgium, Australia, the Philippines, Mexico, India and Turkey. Urban redevelop-
ment plans for existing communities include: Baton Rouge, Louisiana; West Palm Beach, Naples, Sarasota, and Fort 
Myers, Florida; and Providence, Rhode Island. In addition, the fi rm is rewriting the entire City of Miami zoning code in 
the groundbreaking Miami 21 project. 

A signifi cant aspect of DPZ’s work is its innovative planning regulations which accompany each design. Tailored to the 
individual project, the codes address the manner in which buildings are formed and located to ensure that they create 
useful and distinctive public spaces. Local architectural traditions and building techniques are also codifi ed within the 
regulations. In the last fi ve years, DPZ has also been continually developing a new model, form-based zoning code 
called the SmartCode, which has been adopted by municipalities across the country. 

DPZ has also taken a leading role in the rebuilding of the Gulf Coast after hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Working with 
both with the Mississippi Governor’s Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding and Renewal, and the Louisiana Recove-
ry Authority, DPZ’s designers generated plans for rebuilding at the regional, local and neighborhood scales, as well 
as guidelines for individual homeowners looking to rebuild. Notably, DPZ organized and led the Mississippi Renewal 
Forum, which generated plans for all eleven municipalites along the Mississippi Coast, conducted the Louisiana Speaks 
charrette series and participated in the Unifi ed New Orleans Plan as neighborhood planners. 

Duany and Plater-Zyberk’s recent book, Suburban Nation, written with Jeff Speck, was hailed as „an essential text 
for our time,“ and „a major literary event,“ in the national media. In 2004, Builder Magazine recognized Duany as 
among the 50 most infl uential people in home building, the ranks of which included economists, bankers and develo-
pers, apart from architects, planners and builders. Duany was ranked after Alan Greenspan, Franklin Rainee, George 
W. Bush and Jerry Howard, earning Duany the distinction of being the top ranking individual from the private sector. 
Duany sits on the board of the National Town Builders Association, and Plater-Zyberk shepherds the Knight Program in 
Community Building, a program that brings an interdisciplinary approach to the revitalization of inner cities. These and 
other efforts have earned Duany, Plater-Zyberk, and the fi rm at large international recognition and dozens of local and 
national awards in recognition of their contributions to the American built environment. 

DPZ Pacifi c 
DPZ Pacifi c, in alliance with regional fi rms based in Australia, Malaysia, and China, provides planning and design servi-
ces for a wide variety of projects spanning Asia, Southeast Asia, India, Australia/New Zealand, and Oceania. The fi rm’s 
network of skilled practitioners is extensive and can be tailored to fi t the needs of clients that range from government 
agencies and development companies to individual landowners. 

To learn more about DPZ Pacifi c please visit their website by clicking the on the link below: www.dpzpacifi c.com 

DPZ Latin America 
DPZ Latin America (DPZ LA) offers urban design and planning services to the emerging markets within the Latin Ame-
rica region, including Mexico, Central America, and South America. With projects in Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico 
and Panama, DPZ LA is committed to bringing about a change in the region’s current pattern of development and 
introducing new principles based on sustainable, neighborhood-based planning practices. 

DPZ LA and its network of skilled practitioners have experience in a wide variety of project types, including regio-
nal plans, greenfi eld villages, downtown plans, urban infi ll, resort villages and regulatory codes. These services are 
available through the various stages of project development, from initial project design and conception to built comple-
tion. 

Located in DPZ’s main offi ce in Miami, Florida, DPZ LA is easily accessible from most Latin American cities.
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